
Banbury, Oxfordshire 

 

Cherwell District Council, North Oxfordshire 

Statistics, mostly based on 2011 Census 

Population 46,853  but growing quickly, with many new houses being built. 

Main ethnic groups – British, EU, both old & new, Pakistani  

Total number of Muslims at 2011 census, 2,313 = 5% 

Mirpuri =95% 

Likely total number of Muslims as of 2017 = 2,800 = 6.5% (guess!) 

Total number of Christians at 2011 =27,945, 59.6% 

Active local Christians  1000 + 

20+ churches, from 6+denominations 

Banbury’s population has grown, from 41,500 in the 2001 Census, to beyond 47,500 in an estimate in June 2015. 
(See https://www.citypopulation.de/php/uk-england-southeastengland.php?cityid=E35000745) 

That same website estimates the non-European population to have grown to 3255 

Background 

From personal conversations, it appears that the earliest Mirpuri migrants arrived in Banbury over 40 years ago.  

Like other Mirpuri communities in the UK, they came because of the building of the Mangla Dam, in the 1960s. Some 
have previously lived in Bradford, Sheffield or Huddersfield. They came to Banbury, because there are plenty of 
opportunities for low skilled workers, and Banbury has long had very low unemployment.  

Description 

As with many other British Mirpuri communities, most of Banbury’s Muslims come from a Sufi/Barelvi background. It 
is no surprise that the majority of Muslims in Banbury are connected to the larger of the two Mosques, Madni 
Masjid. This mosque is in the Grimsbury ward, which is where the earliest migrants settled to the east of the town. 
This Barelvi/Sufi mosque was enlarged and rebuilt in 2012, with a purpose-built new building, on two floors, with 
space for women, and over 500 regular attendees. There is little involvement for women, but a large and well-
resourced Education programme for children, with both male and female teachers. 

https://www.citypopulation.de/php/uk-england-southeastengland.php?cityid=E35000745


The community of this mosque raised funds to start a fee-paying Muslim girls’ school, which opened in 2010. It 
slowly grew, and moved into new premises in 2014. But numbers were never large, and the Head Teacher, in 2016, 
asked local Christians to help her find links with the wider community, so that her girls could begin to understand the 
wider world. This project began to look quite fruitful. However, with no warning, the school was closed in July 2016. 

The smaller Mosque, known as the Park Road Mosque, or Sheikh Abdul Aziz ibn Bazz Mosque, is again a majority 
British Mirpuri community, but this is Salafi in its practices and style. Sheikh Abdul Aziz ibn Bazz was the late Imam of 
Mecca, in Saudi Arabia, and a friend of the present Imam of this mosque, He comes from a family of 7 brothers, 
whose father moved the family from Mirpur, after their village was flooded by the Mangla Dam project, and settled 
them in Darnell, near Sheffield. This large family of brothers provides much of the leadership and direction for this 
community. The mosque is connected to the national group, known as Markazi Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith. 

Assessment of integration 

A local Christian, with long involvement in Christian NGOs commented to me that with the Muslims living in 
Grimsbury, they are mostly invisible to most of the other residents, and both communities like it that way.  

Nationally, Mirpuri people are well known for not wanting to mix much with the wider community.  

However, some of the British-born second and third generation Muslims have been well educated in Banbury’s 
schools and have been to Universities, and they now have jobs and careers which bring them into much closer 
contact with people from other backgrounds. These, however, find themselves largely ignored by the leaders of their 
communities.  

Many of the first and even second generation women within the Mirpuri communities are very much closed off from 
the wider world, and many do not speak English, even after living here for over 20 years. 

15 years ago, when it was much easier to set up projects to address the obvious needs of such communities, the 
Sunrise Multicultural Project was established. It has provided ESOL classes, and many Mirpuri women and men have 
benefitted. However, when Polish people arrived in Banbury, they made use of these resources, and fewer Mirpuri 
people attended. With much reduced funding, this project struggles to address the obvious needs of many families 
that are struggling with their non-integration into the local community.  

These problems are particularly faced by poorer families, in which their women do not speak English, and where the 
family members have little contact within their own ghettos, because they no longer live in Grimsbury. 

Christian-Muslim interaction 

Twenty years or so ago, a group of local Christians who were meeting Muslim children in schools, because they were 
teachers and Head Teachers in local schools, established a Resources Centre to help them teach RE more 
appropriately. This became the basis for developing Inter-Faith gatherings, which drew together people from many 
different faith and cultural backgrounds. 

However, this Inter-Faith group lost its leaders, and the various faith groups have drifted apart again. Within the 
Anglican Deanery, the local Vicar of Grimsbury has been given the role of trying to keep an eye on ‘Inter-Faith’ 
issues. But as she is a woman, it is very hard for her to develop any relationships with Muslim men.  

In the last year or so, there have been several steps taken to develop a coherent strategy to enable effective 
outreach to the local Muslims in Banbury.  

In March 2016, 60+ local Christians, from 20 local Churches attended an evening event, ‘Darkness & Light’, which 
promised to help people understand the troubles in the Middle East better. From that, a monthly Mahabba Prayer 
group has started, and assorted efforts to bring Christian leaders into contact with Muslim leaders. Relationships 
have been deepened, and plans are afoot to take us to a deeper level. 

Conversion 

There is no evidence of any local Muslims becoming Christians. Within the Muslim communities, there is a growing 
number of young men, after some time sowing their wild oats, discovering the transforming effect of taking their 
faith more seriously! Many of these seem to be developing their faith within a Sufi Tariqa, and becoming murids of 
one Sheikh or another.  

 


