
The CMPL map of Islamophobia 

“Dread or hatred of Islam - and, there-

fore, fear or dislike of all or most Mus-

lims” + open/closed views of Islam 

Runnymede Trust, 1997 

“Islamophobia is a certain perception of Muslims, 

which may be expressed as hatred toward Muslims. 

Rhetorical and physical manifestations of Islamophobia 

are directed toward Muslim or non-Muslim individuals 

and/or their property, toward Muslim community insti-

tutions and religious facilities” 

Chris Allen, 2017 

“A prejudice, aversion, hostility, or hatred towards 

Muslims and encompasses any distinction, exclusion, 

restriction, discrimination, or preference against Mus-

lims that has the purpose or effect of nullifying or im-

pairing the recognition, enjoyment or exercise, on an 

equal footing, of human rights and fundamental free-

doms in the political, economic, social, cultural or any 

other field of public life ”   MEND, 2018 

“Islamophobia is anti-Muslim racism” 

Runnymede Trust, 2017 

• There has been an increase in anti-Muslim hatred, discrimination, abuse and violence in western contexts over recent

years.  Muslims, Christians and others are all rightly concerned about this and want to improve the situation.

• This phenomenon has been termed “Islamophobia” and various definitions have been proposed.

• Muslims feel the need for protection and are keen for a clear definition and legal enforcement.

• However, there are concerns from some that the definition and any laws enacted to protect Muslims from anti-Muslim

hatred should not jeopardise free speech and the legitimate criticism of Islam as a religion or ideology.

“Islamophobia is rooted in racism and is a 

type of racism that targets expressions of 

Muslimness or perceived Muslimness. ” 

All Party Parliamentary Group on British 

Muslims, 2018 

Muslims are not a race. 

Islam is a religion. 

This is just another way 

that Muslims are trying 

to get a blasphemy law to 

protect Islam from criti-

cism. 

“Muslimness” is unclear 

and does not protect 

Muslims who choose not 

to look Muslim. 

An Islamophobia defini-

tion would undermine 

free speech. 

Counter-terrorism and 

security will be under-

mined. 

It does not protect minorities 

within the Muslim community 

from attacks by other Muslims. 

The groups pushing for a 

definition, such as MCB 

and MEND, have ulterior 

political motives. 

Muslims should be protected, 

not the Islamic religion. 

Criticisms of Islamophobia Definitions 

In a nutshell: 
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Media misrepresentation of Islam 

Reasons for a Definition of Islamophobia 

56% of people in England 

believe Islam poses a threat. 

Muslims feel a need for it and prefer the 

term “Islamophobia” to anti-Muslim hatred. 

Increase in verbal and physical 

abuse against Muslims on streets 

in UK. 

Existing laws such as the Equality Act 2010 and the Racial 

and Religious Hatred Act 2006 are sufficient protection for 

Muslims if properly enforced. 

It is easier to get a job if you are 

called Adam than Muhammad. 

There is currently no 

agreed definition in the UK. 

Muslims are socio-economically disadvantaged and 

this is felt to be due to systemic discrimination. 

https://cmcs-oxford.squarespace.com/s/Runnymede_Trust-Islamophobia-small.pdf
https://wallscometumblingdown.files.wordpress.com/2017/01/chrisallen-defining-islamophobia-home-affairs-committee-briefing-january-2017.pdf
https://mend.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/MEND-Approaching-a-definition-of-Islamophobia-More-than-words-Executive-Summary.pdf
https://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/Islamophobia%20Report%202018%20FINAL.pdf
https://appgbritishmuslims.org/s/Islamophobia-Defined.pdf
https://appgbritishmuslims.org/s/Islamophobia-Defined.pdf

