
Community Case Study: Banbury, Oxfordshire 

Statistics:  
Officially there are 22,000 Muslims in Bristol around 6% of the population.  (Pop. of Bristol 450,000) 

Unofficially it could be 40,000 and around 9% or 10% 

There is considerable diversity in the Muslim community in Bristol as figures below will show. 

• Somali (largest group) 8,000 to 13,000

• Pakistani 6,000-10,000

• Bangladeshi 3,000-5,000

• There are quite a large group of North African people with a bias to Algerian and Sudanese

• A community of Turkish people with their own mosque and community association but it may only

be 500-1000 families

• Total number of people who said they were Christians at 2011 census 200,254   46.8%

• Maybe 500 churches with 5% of the population attending church – who knows???

Background and Description  
The Somali group are obvious and have a very strong Salafi influence with a Salafi mosque and book 

shop.  This strongly conservative but anti-violence Salafism, has influence over maybe 50%-60% of the 

Somali community there are three other more 'laid back' Somali mosques. 

Somalis started arriving in numbers in 1993 following the civil war and famine in Somalia. They continue to 

come now under the family reunion scheme.  The Somali community is externally one but there is a 

growing political movement promoting the recognition of Somaliland.  Somalilanders in Bristol have a 

representative in the UK Somaliland political party – Kulmiye.  Politics in the Horn of Africa is a big feature 

of Somali life but they don’t appear to have much interest in UK politics. May 18th, Somaliland Day, has 

been celebrated openly in Bristol for the last 4 years and each year it is more obviously seen in the streets 

with people dressing themselves in the flag.  There is never a celebration of the Somalia Independence Day. 

The Pakistani community is not very visible because Pakistani culture means they don't hang about on the 

street like the Somali people and the North Africans, however they represent the majority Muslim group 

who are “settled”.  They started coming in the late 50s early 60s – some school children of Pakistani origin 

represent 3rd generation migration.  There is a Sufi group with Barelvi links and a Deobandi mosque with 

Tablighi Jamaat links.  There are also two very definitely Bengali Mosques. One of the Pakistani Mosques 

has links with a local church and is also involved in some community work like soup runs and they took 

clothes to Calais. 

There is also a growing Afro-Caribbean Muslim community with people converting from Christianity 

because the religion of their parents doesn’t answer their questions. 

There are around 20 Mosques in Bristol with new ones opening all the time, including one Shia Mosque. 

There is an Islamic school offering mixed education from reception to GCSE.  There has been a Muslim 

ceremonial Mayor, some Muslim council officers and the MP for North West Bristol is from a Sikh 

background. There are many Muslims at the universities and in the medical and caring professions.  Muslim 

men work in the food industry – Indian restaurants and Take Aways and Fast food shops.  Many taxi drivers 

are from the Muslim community. 

The Bristol Muslim Cultural Society was established in 1986 and organized educational, recreational, 

cultural activities.  They have an Islamic Cultural Fayre every year.  They are also involved in education and 

information for schools and local government bodies and organise mosque visits. 

Bristol has taken 100 Syrian refugees (59 people plus their families).  These are being looked after by council 

and voluntary sector welcome groups.  However, Refugees and Asylum seekers from Africa, The Middle East, 

Iran and Afghanistan have been here for a long time and there are many groups – secular and Christian - 

serving them by offering accommodation, advice, English lessons, lunch clubs, social activities etc. 



Assessment of Integration  
Community pressure to retain Muslim identity is increasing, and gatekeeping in all communities.  There is 

pressure in the Somali community for women to replace colourful hijabs for dark coloured covering. Pakistani 

women are becoming Arabised in dress.  Somali women are often seen on the streets and there is a Somali 

Woman’s arcade of shops, however it is rare to see Pakistani women on the street.  Some Somali Men of all ages 

will wear traditional dress and head covering particularly on Friday and more shops are closing for Friday prayer. 

There are a huge number of children from every ethnic group going to after school Qur’an classes.  In the 

last 4/5 years there seems to be a growing “Piety movement” amongst women encouraged by the Salafi 

mosque. Teenage girls are dressing more conservatively and seeing it as “righteous” to get married young. 

Mums are spending day times in mosques 2 or 3 times a week in Qur’an circles. 

Bristol has declared itself a City of Sanctuary.  When the BNP staged a demonstration in Bristol there was a 

large multi ethnic including white majority counter march.  There have also been large ‘Black Lives Matter’ 

demonstrations. There is also an annual Refugee Festival. 

Bristol is divided both in socio-economic terms and also in ethnic terms; housing and education are seen as 

pressing issues.  With the ‘gentrification’ of some of the BME areas, there is a move of Muslim people out 

of the centre so people are seeing them around but may not have any reason to interact.  

A recent report indicated that according to the Dissimilarity Index Bristol schools were not evenly divided 

ethnically.  Many schools have predominantly children from BME background while others have hardly any.  

However, some of the large secondary schools in the centre are very mixed.  There are reports of racial 

abuse from Muslim Children towards minority white ‘Christian’ children in some primary schools. 

Neighbourhood Partnerships encourage local “champions” to research felt needs and opinions in ethnically 

diverse areas and there is active engagement of health champions and interpreters to support language groups. 

Integration between the Muslim communities is an issue.  A Bengali Imam was asked to leave his Mosque 

after preaching at a Pakistani Mosque.  An interfaith event put on by the Muslim community in a Bengali 

Mosque had no representatives from the Somali community though many other groups were represented.  

Some Mosques hold teaching and discussions in local languages which automatically exclude ‘outsiders’ 

whether Muslim or non-Muslim.  Coffee shops and restaurants are often segregated by language. 

Christian Muslim Interaction  
Two clear challenges that we are facing in our engagement with Muslim women through social outreach 

relate to what is seen as “the norm” in their cultures: gender-based violence in the Pakistani community; 

problems arising from absentee fathers in the Somali community.   

The Multi Faith Forum runs the Diverse Open Doors day where places of worship across the city are open 

for visitors. Christian groups run the Peace Feast, and the NOISE whilst the annual Islamic Fayre adds to the 

offer from both faiths to engage with “the other” around food and fun days. MBUs run from time to time 

but have not been well supported by the Muslim community. A women’s Irenic dialogue group runs 

annually for 10 weeks out of a church- based community centre. 

The majority of Christians would not live in the predominantly Muslim areas so are most likely to meet 

Pakistani, Bangladeshi or Turkish Muslims who run shops or takeways.  They may work alongside Muslims 

in education or health care professions.   

Conversion 
There doesn't seem to be a large or active Dawah movement to convert 'Christians' but there are several 

classes for 'reverts' so there must be a big enough group for that to be viable.  

We have seen a number of Iranians and Afghans come to Christ and be baptised mainly focused in two 

churches but also similar news from a few other fellowships. The Iranians are active in witnessing to Iranian 

and Kurdish friends. One Afghan man has been “roughed up” outside a (Muslim-frequented) coffee house. 

One mature Iranian believer indicates that there is a level of “spying” going on amongst the wider Iranian 

group who are attending church. There are no Somali believers that we are aware of. 


