
Community Case Study: Grangetown, Cardiff 

Statistics 

• Total population of Grangetown (2011 census): 19,385 (5.6% of the total Cardiff
population)

• Main ethnic groups: 56% White British, 6% Other white, 5% Indian, 8% Pakistani, 5%
African, 20% from other ethnic groups. In total there are 113 ethnic groups
represented. It is the most ethnically diverse ward in Cardiff.

• Total number of Muslims (2011 census): 4454 (23%)

• Ethnic breakdown of Muslim groups  (2011 census): Pakistani (7.9%), Bangladeshi
(4.1%),  Somali (2%), Sudanese (noticeable, but not specified in data), Arab (2.8%),
Kurdish (0.2%),  Afghan (0.1%), Turkish

• Likely total number of Muslims as of 2017 (source? anecdotal?): High birth rate, so
probably increasing, but unknown.

• Total number of Christians  (2011 census): 7550 (39%)

• Estimate of total number of active Christians e.g. attending churches: Very difficult to
say! Very few evenagelical Christians live in the area and even fewer worship in the
area. However, others from outside the area commute in, some from a great distance
(eg London!!!) I would say there are less than 400 evangelicals worshipping in the area,
most of whom live outside the area.

• Number of churches and denominations:  10 churches, Anglican (2), Baptist (2),
Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, Salvation Army, Brethren, Pentecostal + ?new(2)

• There has been a large increase in housing in recent years, but I can't find any
statitistics for how this has changed the demographics or giving a present day estimate
of the population of Grangetown.

• 5% of Grangetown can't speak English properly (Cf 2% National average)

Background 

Grangetown lies at the South Western edge of Cardiff between the mouths of two rivers, the 
Taff and Ely. Although there have been Muslims in Britain for many centuries, the most 
significant arrival in Cardiff happened between the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries 
during the time of the city’s bustling port industry, which developed at the mouth of these 
two rivers.  In this period, sea merchants, mainly from Somalia and Yemen, arrived at the 
docks and many eventually made Cardiff their home. By the time of the First World War, the 
population of Muslims in Cardiff’s dynamic Tiger Bay was estimated to be several thousand.  In 



the 1930s the Peel Street Mosque, one of the earliest mosques in Britain, and perhaps the first 
in Wales, was established in neighbouring Butetown.  

Description 

As mentioned above, the Muslim community is predominantly Pakistani, Bangladeshi and 
Somali, with also a sizeable contingent from North Africa and the Middle East. The Somali 
community is perhaps the most noteable as at one time it was the largest group outside the 
Horn of Africa. 10 years ago the population of Somalis alone in Cardiff (mainly in Grangetown 
and Butetown) was estimated to be between 4000 – 10,000.  The original men came as sailors 
and many joined the Royal Navy, fighting in both world wars and more recently in The 
Falklands war. Now most seem to be taxi drivers!!! In the last 30 years these resident groups 
have been joined by refugees from the Civil War in Somaliland. They came when their homes 
were destroyed, fleeing genocide and many never had any school. They are especially keen 
that their children get a good education and many of them have done very well and have 
entered a wide range of professions. 

There are two Mosques in Grangetown, a large (1000+) Deobandi mosque, attended mainly by 
Pakistani men and having no facilities for women and a smaller more recent Salafi 
bookshop/prayer place. 

Assessment of integration 

Grangetown is the most culturally diverse ward in Cardiff and probably in Wales, having a 
diversity factor of 12 (cf 3.6 average for England and Wales). Generally speaking the area is 
pretty well mixed. There are areas where some groups predominate, but they are fairly small. 

Christian-Muslim interaction 

English classes and a ladies friendship group have been running for a number of years in local 
churches, as has a girls' homework club in adjacent Butetown.  A number of Christians go into 
local schools (one of which is probably about 95% immigrant) to take assemblies and run 
groups. There is also a formal Inter Faith group for Bahais, Budhists, Christians, Hindus, 
Muslims, Jews and Sikhs in South Cardiff, set up 30 years ago.  There are warm relationships in 
many quarters, as Grangetown people are open-hearted annd have always been open to 
welcoming outsiders.  However,  Grangetown has also harboured extremists who have lured 
many young people to fight overseas and commit atrocities in the UK. 

Conversion 

There are maybe a handful of Muslims who have converted to Christ, mainly Persians. The 
majority of converts to Islam are probably through marriage to Muslims. 




