
Community Case Study: London Borough of Croydon 

The following statistics are from the 2011 census except where indicated. 

• Total population of the Borough of Croydon   2011: 363,378 (up ~166%) 
(2001: 218,150) 

• Main ethnic groups  White: 55.2% 
Black: 20% 
Asian: 16.4% 
Mixed heritage: 6.6% 

• Total number of Christians   2011: 205,022.  56.4% 
(2001: 218,150.  65.1%) 

• Total number of Muslims 2011:   29,513.  8.1% 
(2001:   17,760.  5.3%) 

• Estimate of total number of active Christians 35,500 (~10% of pop) 
(London Church Census 2012 report)

• Number of churches Around 300 

• Number of mosques & Islamic centres 15 



Ethnicity of Muslims 

The majority of Muslims are originally from Pakistan and India, many now second and third 
generation, though there are still new arrivals through various means, including marriage, 
study and employment. They are concentrated mainly in the north west of the borough 
which is the most deprived area. Some who have managed to become more affluent have 
moved out to more expensive parts in the south of the borough. Therefore, churches in the 
north west of Croydon are very familiar with Muslims, but for those in the south, it is a new 
experience.  

There are very few refugees currently being settled in Croydon. Asylum seekers are required 
to come to Croydon to claim asylum in the UK, and the Home Office may provide temporary 
Initial Accommodation in Croydon until their substantive interview takes place, but after 
that, while their claim is being considered, the HO disperses them to areas outside London. 
Therefore, there is a movement of asylum seekers through Croydon, many of whom will be 
Muslim, but they are not being permanently housed here. 

Mosques and traditions 

Of the 15 mosques and Islamic centres, 6 are Deobandi. Their management is variously 
Pakistani, Gujarati, Bangladeshi and Afghan. The rest are other Sunni, Salafi, Sufi and Shi‘a. 
The largest mosque has a capacity of 3000. The mosques together have a total capacity of 
5900. There is a Muslim school for ages 4-16, opened in 2003 with 5 pupils, and now has 
430. There is also an Ahmadiyya mosque meeting in a disused primary school. 

Christian-Muslim Interaction 

There is a ‘Faiths Together’ group, though this is not attended by evangelical church leaders 
as it is seen as having a secular agenda which marginalises the church. Mosques are also not 
well represented with only the Ahmadiyya and Sufi mosques taking part. 

Many churches are providing English language classes which Muslims attend. Also, many 
Muslim mothers attend mother and toddler groups. 

However, mosques have found it difficult in some areas to find places to meet due to local 
resistance. 

The largest mosque holds regular open days but is closed to more of a community 
connection. The Ahmadiyya mosque is the most open to joint events and we have held 
many ‘Meetings for Better Understanding’ with them, which Christians from several 
different Croydon churches have attended. As ‘Mahabba’ we are encouraging churches to 
‘adopt a mosque’ to link them with their nearest mosque for relationship. Three churches 
have so far taken this up. Many churches have participated in the ‘Friendship First’ courses 
and we are providing a half-day course on ‘How to share your faith with your Muslim 
neighbour’ which has been popular. Gradually, more Christians are seeing the importance of 
reaching out. 

Conversion 

We have met maybe half a dozen individuals who have converted to Islam. At the mosque there are 
a few European women who have married Muslims and there are a few English women who come 



to mums and toddlers at church who are married to Muslims. There isn't a noticeable group of 
worshippers at the mosques who are of a different ethnic group to the majority though.  We have 
heard that black youth are being attracted to Islam but have no evidence of conversions. 

 

A Pakistani MBB who is working with a Croydon church, has seen around 30 conversions in the last 

few years. Some of these people have experienced persecution as a result, for example, being badly 

beaten in the street. In the last year or so there have been 6 Muslims known to us who have been 

baptised in different churches. Some of these are passionate for Jesus; others’ motivation is a bit 

ambiguous. Very recently, two Pakistani ladies became Christians through relationship with their 

English teacher. There is a need for specific follow-up and discipling so that MBBs can engage in 

reaching their own community. They could also be very effective in encouraging and inspiring 

churches in outreach. 


