
Community Case Study: Gloucester

Language Spoken 

Religion 

Community Profile: 

Approximately 5000 Muslims, the 

vast majority are Gujarati Muslims. 

Three main mosques, though in total 

6 gathering places. 

The community is generally closed 

and located within one main region 

of Gloucester, just outside the centre 

of the city. Most of the Muslims live 

in close proximity to the main 

mosques. 

There are strong religious-cultural 

and family links to Leicester and 

Birmingham. 

The community has two Muslim faith 

schools, madrasa in each mosque 

and strong mosque leadership. 

Within the community there are a 

number of initiatives for social 

projects and youth engagement, 

mainly focused on the Muslim 

groups.  

Local community has issues with 

drugs and other substance abuse. 
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Engagement Initiatives: 

Holy Book Club: a group women meet to discuss together themes and issues linked with 

stories out of both the Q’ran and the Bible. The group is well established and trust 

between the women has built up to a high level. 

World café: a fortnightly meal for refugees and asylum seekers is arranged in a local 

church, where Christians and Muslims can get together to eat and chat. Again this is well 

established and an effective meeting place for those from many different backgrounds. 

English teaching: there are various projects across the city where English is being talk by 

Christians, in order to engage with refugees and asylum seekers. 

Academic Research: one Christian has been engaged in participant observation in the 

community as a means to build relationships with local men, as part of his Master’s 

degree, the study was on the role of fatherhood in Muslim men. 

In the news….local Iman Hussan was part of a 

multi faith day, there was an online backlash 

when the cathedral had video of him doing the call 

to prayer. This did nothing to help the local 

Muslim community to relate to the general 

community. 

In the news….Gloucester Muslim Welfare 

Association receives Queen’s Award for Voluntary 

Service 

The Gloucester Muslim Welfare Association has 

been awarded the Queens award for Voluntary 

Service 2016. Dame Janet Trotter presents the 

award at a ceremony at the Gloucester City 

Council offices. 

The inside perspective.. in general the community is traditional and resists outside 
connection. The leaders of the community try to ensure the community follows the right 
paths, the religious teaching is becoming more important to the leaders. Younger men are 
on the fringe of the community, some searching and others disengaged with religion. The 

women have close relational bonds between themselves as a sub group. 

http://muslimnews.co.uk/newspaper/home-news/27367-2/



