
Loving God and Loving Neighbour – Oakridge Baptist Church and Jubilee Road Mosque 

This case study is an example of the benefits that might be achieved when individual faith leaders agree to cooperate on matters of mutual social 

concern and the need for community cohesion. It does not reflect Church nor Mosque policy; neither does it reflect a consensus of belief within in 

either body. It merely reflects a mutual desire to love God and love neighbour in practical ways. 

Local Context 

Oakridge Baptist Church and Jubilee Road Mosque are located side by side in Oakridge and Castlefield Ward in the General Electoral Division 

(GED) of Booker, Cressex and Castlefield, which lies to the west of the town centre in High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. The Ward contains three 

of the ten most deprived Super Output Areas (SOAs)1 of Wycombe, with one of these falling in the most deprived 25% of SOAs in England.2 

Booker, Cressex and Castlefield is ethnically, socially and religiously mixed and the population of residents who would be described as non-white 

is dominant. The population distribution by ethnicity at the time of the 2011 census is shown in Figure 1 and Table 1.3 

Figure 1. Population Distribution by Ethnic Heritage Table 1. Population Distribution by Ethnic Heritage 
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The main ethnic groups are white people of United Kingdom heritage and non-white people of Pakistani heritage. The data does not reflect place 

of birth. The vast majority of Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Asian Other, Unclassified Non-White, Mixed White and Asian and Mixed Other (Total 5175) 

identify as Muslim, at least culturally, but this does not reflect regular Mosque attendance and the average size of Mosque congregations does not 

reflect the population at large. There has been significant growth in these categories since 2001 and a significant decline in White United Kingdom, 

although the decline in the White categories generally has been offset partially by the growth of White Eastern Europeans. 

Local History 

Oakridge Baptist Church has had its premises on the corner of Oakridge and Jubilee Roads since 1902. It expanded in 1939 to include a larger 

worship space and the original worship space became the church hall. The church can accommodate a congregation of roughly 200 people. 

During the 1950s and early 1960s many families of West Indian origin migrated to Wycombe in search of work. Significant numbers came from St 

Vincent as carpenters and boat builders and High Wycombe has become the centre of the Vincentian Diaspora. Later, Asian families of mainly 

Pakistani origin migrated to Wycombe. In the 1970s, houses adjacent to the church building were acquired by the Karima Foundation for prayers, 

learning and recitation of the Holy Quran. In 1981 the High Wycombe Jamia Masjid (Jubilee Road Mosque) was built with capacity for 1150 men 

and women. It is common for the congregation to spill over into Jubilee Road during Friday prayers and special events. 

1 Super Output Areas are geographical zones defined for the collection and publication of small area statistics from Census data. There are currently two layers of SOA, Lower and

Middle SOA which are intermediate in size between Census Output Areas (OAs) and local authorities. They offer a choice of scale for the collection and publication of data, which 
could be disclosive if published for OAs. (http://neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/HTMLDocs/nessgeography/superoutputareasexplained/output-areas-explained.htm) 
2 Wycombe District Council, “Community Facilities Strategy – Section 4”, 2009. 
3 2011 Census Data collected from Electoral Division Fact Sheet: Booker, Cressex and Castlefield. 

Ethnic Heritage 
2011 
Census 

Percent 
of Total 

Change 
since 2001 

2001 
Census 

White United Kingdom 4943 38.3% -23% 6419 

White Other 1005 7.8% 131% 435 

Pakistani 4283 33.2% 22% 3511 

Indian 381 3.0% 54% 247 

Bangladeshi 90 0.7% 350% 20 

Chinese 57 0.4% 24% 46 

Asian Other 518 4.0% 164% 196 

Black Caribbean 575 4.5% -4% 599 

Black African 327 2.5% 252% 93 

Black Other 134 1.0% 158% 52 

Unclassified Non-White (incl Arab) 123 1.0% 167% 46 

Mixed White and Black Caribbean 266 2.1% 51% 176 

Mixed White and Black African 29 0.2% 71% 17 

White and Asian 94 0.7% 31% 72 

Mixed Other 67 0.5% 86% 36 

Total 12892 11966 

Community Case Study: High Wycombe



The majority of UK Pakistanis come from Mirpur in Azad Kashmir.4 They deliberately maintain strong ties to their homeland in order to maintain 

cultural values. This is expressed through arranged marriages with spouses in Pakistan, visiting sick relatives, burying dead family members back 

in Pakistan, and even maintaining a family “home” in Pakistan. Vernacular languages are generally spoken at home and first generation Pakistani 

women often do not learn English because they are preoccupied with family matters and tend to mix only with their ethnic contemporaries. 

Business and school lead to greater proficiency in English for Pakistani men and children. A recognisable consequence is a Pakistani diaspora 

which lives more as an extension of Pakistan in parallel with the surrounding community and engaging primarily on a necessary basis rather than 

exhibiting obvious signs of integration. However, because this way of coexisting has continued for more than a generation, a cordial 

neighbourliness has developed between members of the different local communities. A more recent significant influx of Eastern Europeans has 

presented challenges to the status quo. This has been most noticeable in the local school where the proportional dominance of the Pakistani 

community has been diluted by the influx. Eastern Europeans have also added to the homeless population of the Ward. 

Affluence 

In its 2009 Ward analysis, Wycombe District Council compared each of its wards on a local, sub-regional, regional and national basis under the 

headings of Economy, Society and Environment. 5 Oakridge and Castlefield invariably scored in the bottom 20% when compared to the rest of 

Wycombe District, with the notable exception of the Society sub-category of “Inequality” where it scored in the 80% performance band. Most 

notable is the either consistent or nearly consistent scoring in the lower 20% from district to national level in the categories most relevant to 

individual lives and wellbeing. These areas were: access to the labour market; knowledge workers; prosperity; health; crime; and housing. An 

alternative measure of means and affluence is the ACORN6 consumer classification system. Table 2. gives the percentage values for the Ten 

ACORN classification for Oakridge and Castlefield. 

Table 2. Bucks Ten ACORN Group for Oakridge and Castlefield 

While the results in Table 2. date from 2009, there has been no obvious sign of economic 

upliftment to date. Most notable is the complete absence of people whose wealth is in excess 

of their needs. In categories 5 through 7, people of Pakistani heritage dominate. Most of these 

have some connection with Jubilee Road Mosque. Category 8 mainly includes people who 

purchased council houses during the Thatcher era and continue to reside there until their 

demise, and category 9 is a mix of ethnic heritages. Category 10 includes significant numbers 

of people who live in social housing near the church. Teenage pregnancies are common and 

absent fathers, prevalent. Homelessness affects about 300 people a year in Wycombe District. 

Oakridge Baptist Church is one of seven churches which provide a winter night-shelter for 

Wycombe Homeless Connection, a Christian Charity which focusses on reintegrating people 

who do not qualify for housing help from the local council. 

The winter night-shelter at Oakridge Baptist Church was the catalyst that has elevated the relationship between Church and Mosque from cordial 

to cooperative and supportive, and indeed led to the proactive involvement of Muslims in support of Wycombe Homeless Connection’s winter 

night-shelters across the town; by food provision, fundraising efforts and by volunteers coming forward for training by Wycombe Homeless 

Connection to be night-shelter helpers. Another development of intentional neighbourliness has been overt mutual support of one another’s 

festivals, notably Christmas, the annual birthday parade of the Prophet and open “iftar” at Ramadan. The primary purpose of these initiatives has 

been to actively promote the example of love of God and love of neighbour between Christians and Muslims, despite our different understandings 

of the nature of God and salvation. 

4 See Michael and Laura Lothers, “Mirpuri immigrants in England: A sociolinguistic survey”, [SIL International, 2012] 
5 Wycombe District Council, “State of Wycombe Report – Ward Analysis”, Spring 2009. 
6 A system for the classification of residential neighbourhoods which does not depend on Census data (http://acorn.caci.co.uk)

Bucks 10 ACORN Group 
Oakridge and 

Castlefield 

1 Wealthy mature professionals 0.0% 

2 Villages with wealthy commuters 0.0% 

3 Well-off managers 0.0% 

4 Affluent Greys 0.0% 

5 Flourishing Families 1.6% 

6 Urban Professionals 22.4% 

7 Secure Families 22.3% 

8 Settled Suburbia or Prudent Pensioners 5.1% 

9 Moderate Means 36.2% 

10 Hard Pressed 12.4% 

Unclassified 0.0% 


