
Community Case Study: Longsight, Manchester 
Statistics 

• Total population of locale: 16,000 in Longsight; this case study is based on the central areas

of Longsight, with 6,000 population

• Ethnic: White British, Pakistani, Bangladeshi are the prominent ethnic groups in a highly

mixed community

• Total number of Muslims at 2011 census: 3,775 (63% overall – between 32% and 75%)

• Ethnic breakdown of Muslim groups at census:

Pakistani: 34%

Bangladeshi: 21%

Other: ca 6%

• Total number of Christians at 2011 census:  1275 (21.25% overall – between 9% and 36%)

• Estimate of total number of active Christians e.g. attending churches: ca 250

• Number of churches and denominations: 6 churches/6 denominations in this specific area.

• Maybe changes since 2001 census: Increase of Pakistani/Bangladeshi population by 16%. (40

years ago my church registered 100 children in Sunday School from this area.)

Background 

The growth of the Muslim population in Longsight can be traced to the 1970s migration of ‘Ugandan 

Asians’ expelled by Idi Amin. In the past 20 years the Muslim community has been augmented by 

those fleeing the conflicts of Afghanistan and the Middle East, though these have tended to settle 

just West of Longsight, in Rusholme—transforming the famed ‘Curry Mile’ into a ‘Shisha Mile’. 

Description 

Longsight seems to be a place for upward mobility. Employment can be found in small shops, small 

textile factories, taxi-driving. Many are in the area for the University, and will move on to 

professions. 

Number of mosques and associated traditions: 8 mosques (2 Deobandi; 4 Barelwi; 1 Salafi) There are 

2 Shia mosques just outside this case study area. 

Assessment of integration 

Longsight is a diverse group of communities. The area highlighted by Dame Casey in her BBC 

presentation (5/12/2016) is the most concentrated Muslim area, but the population is mixed and 

diverse throughout. Longsight people are proud of the diversity and friendliness of the community. 

Whereas there is regular personal interaction, there is little interaction between the communities. 

Longsight is one of the most deprived areas in the UK; one Google link was headlined: ‘Britain’s 

worst places to live’. So, issues of education and health are shared across the community. Schools 

are integrated. 



Christian-Muslim interaction 

In the past year churches and mosques came together to form the Longsight Faith Community 

Association.  Three churches and three mosques are active in engagement, with an equal number of 

each occasionally engaged. A community gathering inaugurated the association, with city 

councillors, GM Police and MEP involvement. A women’s group has formed, and met most recently 

for International Woman’s Day on the topic of prayer. 

Conversion 

There are only a few known converts in Longsight, where there can be danger in public confession. 

Those in churches tend to be refugees or asylum seekers, through the Night Shelter the churches 

organise. 


