
Community Case Study: London Boroughs of 

Merton and Sutton 
Statistics: 

Total population and main ethnic groups 

In 2014, the population of Merton Borough was projected to be 203,200.  The ethnic 
composition of the borough was forecast to change, with the proportion of people from a 
Black, Asian & Minority Ethnic (BAME) background increasing from 37% in 2014 to 40% in 
2020. 

Sutton borough, south of Merton, has virtually the same population (190,000).  The 
proportion of black, Asian and ethnic minority people living in the borough has almost 
doubled each decade since 1991: the 2011 census recorded the total non-white population 
at 19.9 percent and the total white population at 80.1 %. 

Number of Muslims at 2011 census + percentage 

More difficult to assess.  Whatever the domiciled population, the fact that Morden in the 
south of Merton Borough and adjacent to Sutton) hosts the Ahmadiyya Muslim Association 
HQ mosque and ancillary buildings, bringing many members into Merton from other London 
Boroughs.  Within 200 yards of the AMA mosque is the Morden Islamic Centre, previously 
described in its website as Salafi/ Deobandi.  There is a well-established Urdu speaking 
Sunni mosque in Wimbledon, and a Bengali Sunni mosque in Colliers Wood. 
Most Muslims living in Merton and Sutton Boroughs are from South Asian families - some 
being third generation British born 
School populations suggest that Muslim families have significantly more children in 
percentage terms, than the overall population. 

Breakdown of nominal Christians compared with other religions or none at 2011 census: 

Merton Sutton 

Christian (nominal) 56.1% 58.4% 

Muslim 8.1% 4.1% 

Hindu 6.1% 4.2% 

Buddhist 0.9% 0.7% 

Jewish 0.4% 0.3% 

Sikh 0.2% 0.2% 

Agnostic 0.1% 0.1% 

No religion 20.2% 24.1% 

Not stated 14,021 13,504 

Estimate of total number of active Christians e.g. attending church compared with Muslims: 

There are approx. 100 churches in Merton, and 80 in Sutton, some will be little more than 
house churches.  There are 25 Anglican churches in Merton, 18 in Sutton.  The number with 
congregations over 100 members I would guess at 20, so realistically, five to seven 
thousand in church on a Sunday across both Boroughs?  In Merton, London City Mission 
support a Schools Christian Resource Centre, but few churches employ youth and children's 
workers, a few are seconded from training courses in Central London.  Sutton churches 



support primary and secondary schools workers, and there are more employed youth 
workers. 
I would guess that in Merton, there are significantly more Muslims in mosques on Friday 
than Christians in churches on Sunday.     

Background: 

In 1990 when I came to Morden in Merton as team rector, I was told there were few Muslims 
living in the parish.  School populations however suggested otherwise, and within a few 
years the AMA  had purchased a disused dairy site, as their original HQ site in Southfields 
was too small.  Within Merton, there was an Urdu speaking Sunni mosque, and another 
Bengali speaking.  After the completion of the AMA mosque, the Morden Islamic Centre was 
initiated. 

An office block in Sutton near to the Merton Borough border, was for several years the base 
for the  London College of Business Management and Information Technology sponsored by 
Stockwell Green mosque, which last year was in the news for leaflets calling for the killing of 
Ahmadiyya Muslims (Qadianis).     

Assessment of integration/ interaction: 

Integration is minimal, exacerbated by the divide between Sunni and Ahmadiyya Muslims. 

#  Three years ago, Morden parish and the AMA jointly prepared a £4 million sports project 
proposal for 60 acres of disused playing fields, raising £25,000 each for a feasibility study 
and reports ready for a planning application.  The Council then asked for a delay and 
decided to move a swimming pool onto the site originally agreed for the outdoor sport centre. 
New reports are now needed for a complementary project. 

#  Meetings for Better Understanding (MBU's) have been run for many years between 
Morden parish with other denominations and the AMA. 

#  The Morden Islamic Centre and other Sunnis do not as yet have MBU's, I am hopeful that 
local Catholic congregations will rise to the challenge. 


