
CHRISTIANS, MUSLIMS and THE LAW: responding to the Siddiqui report 

DISCUSSION GROUP 1:  

A Rationale for why shari’a should be resisted 

This group took the view that the increasing influence of shari’a law should be resisted in the UK for 
the following reasons: 

1. Shari’a law is inherently discriminatory against women.  
2. Shari’a law is also inherently discriminatory against non-Muslims. 
3. Shari’a law is incompatible with human rights because of its treatment of women and non-

Muslims. 
4. Shari’a law is also incompatible with democracy because it privileges Muslims and men over 

non-Muslims and women. Ultimately rule by shari’a law is completely undemocratic. 
5. Shari’a law as it is already operating in the UK creates manifest injustices, particularly against 

women. We should want to right these injustices and alleviate the related suffering.  
6. In some cases the operation of shari’a law in the UK could be seen to be creating or 

attempting to create a parallel legal system which undermines the fundamental principle of 
one law for all and the opportunity for everyone to be treated equally by the law. 

7. Muslims see the world as split into two spheres – the ‘house of Islam’, and the ‘house of 
war’. Since we are not governed by shari’a law, the UK is seen as part of the house of war 
and shari’a law is used to increase the influence of Islam. It was noted that some more 
moderate Muslims see the UK as a ‘house of covenant’ where they are happy to live 
peacefully in a democracy. At the same time, it was also noted that these moderates do not 
have a strong voice and do not tend to publicly criticise more conservative voices in the 
Islamic community. 

8. Islam is a complete way of life that does not separate ‘church and state’ or ‘public and 
private’ religion. It has political aspirations and aims, and these are promoted by the 
increased influence of shari’a law. At some point the influence of shari’a law in our culture 
could become irreversible. 

9. Foreign powers are working to increase the influence of Islam and shari’a law in the UK by 
funding large mosques and educational projects. Their interests work against the interests of 
the UK as a whole. 

10. Increasing influence of shari’a law works naturally to decrease the influence of Christianity in 
the UK. We should want to preserve and maintain, and if possible increase the influence of 
Christianity, rather than passively allow the influence of Christianity and Christian values to 
decline. 

What can be done? 

Insisting on registration of Islamic marriages 

This was a key recommendation of the independent inquiry which the group was generally 
supportive of.  

1. It protects the rights of the woman if the husband divorces her or dies. 
2. It enables the woman to obtain a divorce from an abusive husband which a shari’a council 

may not be willing to grant. 
3. It prevents polygamy. 



4. It allows inheritance and child custody rights to be determined by UK law rather than by 
shari’a law. 

5. Over 90% of people using shari’a councils are women seeking an Islamic divorce. Civil 
registration, enabling civil divorce could therefore massively decrease the demand for these 
councils. 

Concern was expressed about why we should be taking a hard line on registering Islamic marriages 
when we are not legislating to register serial cohabitation or various other forms of relationships. It 
was felt that knowledge of the nature of the relationship is a key differentiator here. A robust 
theology of marriage which includes a clear understanding of the ways in which the state should or 
should not involve itself in marriage is required. 

Concern was also expressed about recognition of foreign marriages which can undermine the nature 
of marriage in the UK. The Casey Review highlighted the issue of a ‘first generation in every 
generation’ in some communities. Our laws in this area need to be tightened. 

Regulation of shari’a councils 

Government sponsored regulation risks endorsing shari’a councils and the operation of shari’a law 
by the state. Mosques and Imams are generally resistant to regulation and state interference, which 
is one of the reasons that many Islamic marriages are not registered. A proposed standard contract 
for an Islamic marriage failed to obtain general agreement. Ideally it would be good to have some 
way of ensuring that Imams are properly qualified and registered to conduct marriages, but in 
practice state regulation of this kind would endorse Islam as a religion. Lord Ahmed was heard to say 
to a group of Imams that if they did not get their act together then the government would do it for 
them, but this is unlikely to happen. 

Education and Awareness 

This is felt to be necessary, but not sufficient to effectively resist the influence of shari’a law in the 
UK. Reaching closed communities with low education levels is very difficult. 

Resisting shari’a finance 

The world of finance is another area in which shari’a is gaining influence through the use of shari’a 
compliant finance. Problems with this include: 

1. The idea that the Qur’an prohibits the use of interest is a modern radical interpretation of 
the Qur’an. 

2. The removal of interest is deceptive as interest is still used if by another name. 
3. It seeks to create a parallel financial system. 
4. It lends further credibility and influence to shari’a law. 

For these and other reasons, the government should not be actively encouraging shari’a finance to 
flourish it the UK. 

Conclusion 

There is an urgent need to resist the influence of shari’a law in the UK. Christians should want to 
alleviate the suffering that is already being caused in the UK by the application of shari’a law. 
Enforced registration of Islamic marriages would be a helpful measure, along with the other 
measures discussed. 


