
CHRISTIANS, MUSLIMS and THE LAW: responding to the Siddiqui report 

DISCUSSION GROUP 2:  

A rationale for why we need not be so concerned about shari’a 

 
The main arguments put forward by the group were: 
 
It’s totally unrealistic to suggest that Muslims should abandon shari’a since it is such an 
integral part of the practice of Islam. In order to discuss shari’a law we need to understand 
that shari’a is not a code of laws which one can adopt or not, or pick and choose from. 
Shari’a defines what it means to live as Muslim. It is the custom and the practice and the 
rules for living well and the way in which rules are applied. Shari’a councils help to support 
this way of life and are places of advice and reference rather than courts for the imposition 
of strict laws. That is not to say some interpretations can seem unfair, or gender biased, or 
contrary to British values. Nevertheless, shari’a is not only law but also cultural norms and is 
already here in the UK. To say that we might not have shari’a law in the UK is to say we must 
not have Muslims in the UK. Challenging shari’a head on and rejecting its right to exist would 
mean, in effect, rejecting the right of Muslims to be Muslim. And it wouldn’t make sense to 
say, “You can have some of these laws but not those.” Denying Muslims the right to live with 
shari’a law would be seen as an attack on their very faith, not merely a constraint on their 
choice of certain rules. Nevertheless, Muslims acknowledge that there is a lot of scope for 
different interpretations of shari’a. 
 
Local engagement is all-important. Instead of trying to change the laws of the land, we 
should put all our energy into engaging with the Muslim communities around us. Given the 
fact that we already have shari’a and shari’a councils in the UK, our best approach is to 
engage with Islam and Muslims at the local level and see how the values and freedoms we 
wish to promote may be shared by Muslims. We may be surprised as to what is already 
valued and accepted by British Muslims that is closer to Christian ideals than our secular 
western laws. Where there are differences, then it is through dialogue that we understand 
what might be acknowledged as religious customs and practice and how we might influence 
or amend these.  
 
Some of the horror stories about women suffering from discrimination and inequality may 
be exaggerated, and abuse of a practice doesn’t mean that the practice should be abolished 
(the Latin tag ‘abusus non tollit usum’). The writers of the report were convinced that shari’a 
councils meet a real need within the Muslim community and that arbitration in marriage 
disputes is often helpful.  
 
If there are many abuses relating to sexuality and marriage in our secularised society, why 
should we focus on abuses within the Muslim community? If ‘marriage is a mess’ in our 
society – for a whole variety of reasons - are we not in danger of complaining about the 
speck in our neighbour’s eye while ignoring the logs in our own eyes? 
 
Christians should have bigger priorities. Instead of focusing on political and social issues, 
Christians should be doing all they can to share the gospel with Muslims rather than trying 
to address legal issues. We should be encouraged by the number of Muslims who are 
becoming Christians.  
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