
CHRISTIANS, MUSLIMS and THE LAW: the family 

DISCUSSION GROUP 2:  

Promoting collaboration between Christians and Muslims  

to strengthen family values 

 
Some Christians and some Muslims have discovered that they can collaborate with one another in seeking 
to strengthen family values within their own communities. They believe that this collaboration is good for 
both communities, as well as providing good models for thriving families in our wider society. Working on 
these difficult matters together is both challenging and revealing. 

When people lived in geographically separated communities, it was natural for mutual suspicion and lack 
of trust to develop between peoples from Christian and Muslim backgrounds. But today’s more 
widespread social and geographical interactions between peoples from different faith backgrounds 
provides a setting in which hopeful relationships can flourish, as people commit to working with one 
another to make the future better than the past. This is particularly true in the area of shared family 
values. 

Those committed to this approach are likely to be a minority from both communities who nonetheless 
believe they have sufficient overlap in their worldview that they are determined to work towards deeper 
relationships within which they can discern how both communities can help each other. 

This collaborative approach is particularly important as many Christians and Muslims find that modern 
secularism threatens their own family values. While many in our culture see every lifestyle choice as of 
equal worth, and with no one approach to family life having any intrinsic significance, people from 
Christian and Muslim backgrounds believe that the One True God has revealed his design for how life 
should be lived. We can help one another, therefore, in supporting what we believe to be the revealed 
views about sexuality and heterosexual marriage. 

A story 

In Peterborough I chair a charity with trustees who are Muslim neighbours. It’s called “Community 
First (Peterborough)” and aims to support community life across our very culturally and faith diverse 
neighbourhood, identifying and working on issues of common concern and also promoting 
opportunities for better integration. We have forged excellent links with the city council and the 
police. Our projects include: organising “women’s boxing” training to build confidence and get 
women out more; overcoming issues with fly-tipping, street cleaning and drug pushing; promoting a 
local “Gladstone in Bloom” planting of common flower beds in public spaces and getting them cared 
for by neighbours; enhancing a domestic violence support service. In addition I facilitate a monthly 
round-table discussion between Christians and Muslims, meeting alternately at my church and a 
mosque where we tackle issues of common concern, backed up by looking at passages of Scripture.  
Recent topics have included refugees and creation/ecology. 

 

In October, 2007, ‘A Common Word’ was published, a call from 138 Muslim scholars to Christians to 
respond in peace and generosity. At the heart of that appeal was the following: ‘It is part of the very 
foundational principles of both faiths: love of the One God, and love of the neighbour. These principles are 
found over and over again in the sacred texts of Islam and Christianity. The Unity of God, the necessity of 
love for Him, and the necessity of love of the neighbour is thus the common ground between Islam and 
Christianity’. 



This shared love for neighbour finds expression in this collaboration to strengthen family values between 
our communities. This may mean that together we are called to take action which might not be possible 
on our own. 

In the Jewish Scriptures, the prophet Jeremiah challenged the Jewish exiles in Babylon not to ignore wider 
Babylonian society, while enduring the trauma of exile, but rather to become a blessing for their 
neighbours. “Build homes, and plan to stay. Plant gardens, and eat the food they produce. Marry and have 
children. Then find spouses for them so that you may have many grandchildren. Multiply! Do not dwindle 
away! And work for the peace and prosperity of the city where I sent you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, 
for its welfare will determine your welfare.” (Jeremiah 29.5-7) 

Followers of Jesus are called to be peacemakers in our broken world, and so reveal the nature of God’s 
own children. Thus, it makes sense that Christians should seek to work with others, including Muslims, in 
seeking to enrich the relationships within and between families. 

A story 

“We can work on an individual level with Muslims and be friends and enjoy their company.  When it 
comes to a collective level though the situation is much harder”.  This is the experience of some. 
However, in Banbury, a group of Muslim and Christian women have enjoyed a ‘Sharing Food, 
Making Friends’ event.  Following that, friends have met one another, and begun the process of 
getting to know one another better. To their mutual surprise, they have discovered that they share 
many basic family values, and are encouraged to find people who hold similar views. 

While Christians and Muslims are both committed to strengthening their own family values, we may also 
commit ourselves to challenging those within our own communities, both Christian and Muslim, whose 
beliefs and practices we believe to be corrosive and destructive. For those within the Christian community, 
for example, this might include challenging those with liberal views of marriage and sexual activity outside 
of marriage. Issues that might be addressed within traditional Muslim communities might include 
religiously sanctioned gender discrimination, domestic violence, widespread polygamy and the custody of 
children when marriages break down. 

 

As this process of collaboration continues between people from different faith backgrounds, it may well be 
that closer relationships develop between people from different faiths than between those who are from 
the same faith traditions. But of course, the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) was prepared to go against 
the expected outcomes. 


