
CHRISTIANS, MUSLIMS and THE LAW: the family 

DISCUSSION GROUP 4:  

Supporting positive attitudes and policies towards family and marriage 
 
Both Christians and Muslims, along with many from other faiths, recognise marriage as God given and 
therefore something good which benefits society. As people made in the image of God we have an 
innate desire for reliable love, and the marriage relationship is a place where this can be given and 
received. Marriages built on this foundation exhibit similarities but have their own character influenced 
by the couples, their families and their traditions and those of their community. 
 
An additional building block for Christian marriage is that the couple coming together are following 
Christ and basing their lives on him and his teaching. Their identity comes primarily from who they are in 
Christ and what he has done for them. Their marital status, the number and gender of their children 
should be less significant in defining who they are.  An unmarried Christian is also in Christ and has the 
same status before God as his or her married ‘brothers and sisters’. Singleness should therefore be 
acceptable in the Christian community, and not viewed as a problem that needs to be managed.  
 
Marriage was set up to provide companionship for the husband and wife, and for them together to have 
children. The aspects of companionship are worked out in different ways as are the expectations placed 
on the children. Whilst parents educate their children about their belief systems, whether it is in the 
madrassa, Sunday school or synagogue, subsequent expectations of them is different. Children in 
Muslim families are required to follow the Muslim religion and then required to continue with it into 
adult life. If one chooses to leave the faith there are potentially severe consequences. For the family and 
their community there is distress and for the leaver there is the anguish that they are inflicting pain on 
them. The family and community may totally reject the one who leaves, so they can become alone in 
the world.  Christian parents expect their children to follow Christianity, but it is not demanded of them.  
 
Legislation that promotes marriage and supports it would be backed by both Muslims and Christians 
because they see how important it is. Muslims in the UK observe dysfunctional marriages and families 
amongst the white British population they know and perhaps mistakenly view them as the Christian 
norm. This is because people who are white and British are not necessarily followers of Christ.  
 
The most important way to convince people of the benefit to society of marriage and family life is to 
model it successfully. Christians have a duty to believe in marriage and should not be defensive about it. 
They need to work to restore society’s faith in it. The Marriage Foundation provides resources to 
support this. Whilst legislation to endorse marriage and the family is welcome, society needs to see 
Christian marriage lived out effectively and to recognize the benefits it can bring.  Change will come 
when society sees that this model works.   It is only when there is a ground-swell of recognition of the 
positive effects of marriage and family that changes in legislation could come. 


