
CHRISTIANS, MUSLIMS IN PUBLIC LIFE 
The Law: Religious Freedom 

 
DISCUSSION GROUP 1: 

Biblical Perspectives on Freedom of Religion 

Historically, Britain’s laws have been based on Biblical morality. This was widely recognised 
and provided a clear moral foundation for the laws of the nation. Over the last several 
decades, this moral foundation has been dismantled in various ways, and today many 
judges do not accept a Christian basis for morality.1 Indeed, the reverse is the case in that 
there are judges who are now openly hostile to and critical of Biblical morality, especially 
when it comes to sexual ethics.2 

The question left unanswered by this setting aside by society of Biblical morality, is whose 
morality we now accept as the basis for our laws and system of justice in society? 
Secularism rushes in with the claim to neutrality, though it is in fact not neutral at all in that 
it seeks to privatise religious expression and inhibit freedom of religion. Meanwhile, 
practising Christians with beliefs that were widely accepted in society a generation ago, are 
finding themselves in a minority position in a culture that has rapidly shifted away from 
Christian values. This now means that Christians are losing their jobs for expressing Biblical 
views on sexual morality,3 or the biological determination of gender,4 or heterogenous 
marriage,5 or even for mis-gendering.6 

Christianity is now one worldview amongst many in society, but it does appear that 
practising Christians are singled out for hostility towards their views. It is not apparent that 
Muslims, Jews or others are losing their jobs for holding conservative values. This is a new 
problem for Christians in contemporary society, and with current trends of increasing 
secularism, a growing Muslim population, and declining adherence to Christianity, it is a 
problem which is only set to increase.  

The question this leaves us with is what Biblical resources do we have to articulate a basis 
for freedom of religion and freedom of conscience in society? 

There are a number of principles coming from the Bible that we discussed, with their 
implications for contemporary challenges. 

                                                           
1 https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/JCO/Documents/Speeches/law-morality-religion-munby-
2013.pdf  
2 https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/judge-at-center-of-alfie-evans-case-is-a-pro-gay-activist  
3 https://www.christianconcern.com/our-concerns/education/school-apologises-to-christian-teaching-
assistant-disciplined-for-expressing-  
4 https://www.christianconcern.com/our-issues/freedom/christian-doctor-fired-for-saying-gender-is-biological  
5 https://www.christianconcern.com/our-concerns/education/the-case-of-the-politically-incorrect-student  
6 https://www.christianconcern.com/our-issues/education/maths-teacher-takes-school-to-court-in-
transgender-row  
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1. Separation of Church and state.  
There is a basis for this stretching back to the Old Testament in that the priests were 
not the rulers of the country, neither were the prophets, but the judges or kings 
governed the country.  Jesus also articulated a principle of rendering to Caesar what 
is Caesar’s and to God what belongs to Him (Mark 12:17). This means that the 
church should not aim to rule society, but to help set the moral framework for the 
lawmakers of society. This idea of separation of church and state is foreign to 
traditional Islam which has explicit political aspirations and aims to set up an Islamic 
state governed by sharia law. Christians seek to influence the laws of society with 
whatever peaceful ways are open to them, including lobbying, campaigning, and 
getting involved in party politics.  
 

2. Biblical morality as the basis for just laws. 
The separation of church and state is often confused with separation of religion and 
society, as if religion should have no influence over society. In fact, there is always an 
accepted worldview from which society obtains its moral values, and this is never 
religiously neutral. All laws enact some form of morality; the question is whose 
morality? As Christians we believe that Biblical morality provides the best guidance 
for the laws of any nation and for the flourishing of all people of whatever faiths or 
none within that society. Moses said to the Israelites: “And what great nation is 
there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that I set before you 
today?” (Deuteronomy 4:8). The clear implication is that these are the most 
righteous laws and that any nation would benefit by following them. This includes 
family laws, laws on sexual morality, freedom of religion, freedom of conscience, and 
also criminal law, etc. 
 

3. Freedom of Religion. 
‘Aliens and strangers’ – or immigrants – were not obligated to worship Yahweh 
under Mosaic law.7 Therefore, Biblical morality sets a principle of freedom of religion 
within society. People should be allowed to worship different gods within the 
confines of the law. It is unreasonable, however, to imagine the nation of Israel 
allowing a foreign nation to fund building temples to foreign gods in the nation of 
Israel. It would therefore be entirely reasonable to bar foreign funding of Mosque 
building or Islamic propagation in the UK. 
 

4. Freedom of Conscience. 
Several passages in the Bible articulate the importance of conscience.8 These form 

                                                           
7 Exodus 12:48 – “A foreigner residing among you who wants to celebrate the Lord’s Passover must have all 
the males in his household circumcised; then he may take part like one born in the land. No uncircumcised 
male may eat it.” 
  Numbers 15:14 – “For the generations to come, whenever a foreigner or anyone else living among you 
presents a food offering as an aroma pleasing to the Lord, they must do exactly as you do.” 
8 Romans 13:5 “Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible 
punishment but also as a matter of conscience.”  See also 1 Corinthians 8:7-12, 1 Corinthians 12:25-29, 
Romans 14 
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the basis for the longstanding Christian commitment to freedom of conscience – 
allowing conscientious objection to various controversial practices. Christians, 
Muslims and others should be able to opt out of same-sex marriage officiation, 
abortion, euthanasia, and religious practices that they do not agree with, or other 
ethical practices that they do not agree with. There are limits on this, however, to 
allow the functioning of society. A Muslim who refuses to handle non-halal meat or 
alcohol cannot reasonably work in a UK supermarket, for example. There are also 
questions to ask, for example, about how reasonable it is to make provisions for 
Muslims to pray five times a day in certain work situations. 
 

5. One law for all. 
The Bible clearly articulates a principle of one law for all – irrespective of religion or 
ethnicity.9 This sets some boundaries for freedom of religion. Non-Jews under 
Mosaic law would expect to be punished in the same way as Jews for committing 
civil offences. There is no prospect here of immigrants setting up parallel societies or 
their own parallel legal system, or religious courts in the country as we now see with 
the proliferation of shari’a councils in the UK. 
 
 

6. Accommodation of cultural practices. 
Paul expresses that he becomes like a Jew amongst Jews and like a gentile amongst 
gentiles, in order to win them to the Lord.10 The motive here is clearly evangelism, 
but a principle of accommodating various cultural practices under law can also be 
read from this passage. This would apply to clothing, what is eaten, music, and other 
cultural practices within reasonable limits. I would argue that covering the face in 
public stretches beyond what is reasonable in terms of the treatment of women in 
society. 

Clearly, we are only scratching the surface of how the Bible speaks into freedom of 
religion and law in society. Much more discussion and debate is required. What’s 
important is to recognise that there is no neutral position and that Biblical morality 
provides the best foundation for the laws of any society. 

 

                                                           
9 Exodus 12:49 “The same law applies both to the native-born and to the foreigner residing among you.” 
  Numbers 15:16, 29 “The same laws and regulations will apply both to you and to the foreigner residing 
among you … One and the same law applies to everyone who sins unintentionally, whether a native-born 
Israelite or a foreigner residing among you.” 
10  1 Corinthians 9:19-21 “Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to 
win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became 
like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. To those not 
having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under 
Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law.” 
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