
CHRISTIANS & MUSLIMS IN PUBLIC LIFE 
The Media & Religious Phobias 

DISCUSSION GROUP 3: 
 

Media challenges 
Shared responses to media portrayals of Christians and Muslims 

 

Clearly Christians and Muslims face similar problems in how they are reported on by the media. 
Examples include: 

• news reporting which focuses on the most extreme or controversial examples of each faith;  
• comedy shows or dramas playing on well-known stereotypes; or  
• newspapers reporting only part of a story to a religiously illiterate audience.  

More specifically, since 2001 Christians and Muslims have had to deal with an increased mistrust of 
religion, expressed for example in the writings of the “New Atheist” movement.  

However, while there have been some more nuanced portrayals of Christians in recent drama (e.g. 
Call the Midwife) and positive news coverage (such as in royal weddings), portrayals of Islam remain 
problematic to some. For instance, a Muslim woman was portrayed negatively in Bodyguard, a 
recent BBC drama series. So, while there are parallels, Muslims and Christians are at different stages 
in overcoming different problems.  

Both Christianity and Islam are extremely diverse which makes it difficult to compare how the two 
faiths are treated. Not all Christians will face the same problems as all Muslims, but comparisons 
could be made more locally between the treatment of specific groups within the two faiths. Indeed, 
our knowledge of Christian diversity helps us to highlight the fact that Muslim communities may 
themselves be diverse, and not reducible to mere stereotypes.  

There is a tendency in the secular media, in the case of Christians and Muslims alike, to define those 
who commit evil acts as not real Christians or Muslims. While a helpful way of avoiding prejudiced 
treatment of broader religions, some Christians are concerned that this may absolve faith 
communities from taking responsibility for people who do evil.  For instance, on the Christian side, 
this would include the recent perpetrator of the synagogue shooting in the US. 

The fact that Christians and Muslims share similar concerns does not necessarily make British society 
into a level playing field for the two faiths. This places an obligation on Christians to speak out on 
certain issues in a way which creates space for Muslim groups to express similar concerns. Christians 
may want to think through their common campaigns with this obligation in mind (e.g. on religious 
freedom in the workplace, human rights overseas and religious literacy in the media).  

The advantage of working with other faiths in this area is that these campaigns are more likely to be 
picked up in media and government circles and are less likely to be dismissed as special pleading for 
one’s own group. On the other hand, there is a risk for both Christians and Muslims that joint 
campaigns fail to take the distinct concerns of different faiths into account.  

https://www.premier.org.uk/News/World/Alleged-synagogue-shooter-appears-to-have-used-Christian-faith-to-justify-actions


The Bible itself contains rich resources for Christians as they up for others. In particular, in the 
Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), the Samaritan took a risk for his neighbour by caring 
for him when he had been attacked by robbers. This was despite the barriers that separated Jew 
from Samaritan, and the history of hostility on each side. The parable embodies part of the Old 
Testament prophetic tradition, in which the prophets command people in Israel not simply to speak 
up for themselves, but for those with less power and no voice. 

Moreover, there is an interpretation of the New Testament book of Revelation which leads us to 
suspicion of how the powerful present themselves.  This view sees the book as a prophetic critique 
of Rome’s claim to be a guarantee of security and peace. In our own day, our governments and 
politicians too may make such a boast, presenting themselves as defenders of security at the 
expense of Muslims (and, less frequently in the west, Christians, although more so in other places). 
Following the example of Old and New Testament prophets, Christians should seek ways of 
questioning this.  

 


