
Muslim academics.   

The 13 students completing 

to the evaluation all rated 

the school as at least 

“good “with 11 saying it 

was “excellent”.  The 

testimonials later in this 

report bear eloquent 

witness to this and to 

the impact which this 

school is having on the 

lives and education of the 

students who attend.  Please 

take a moment to read some 

of the students’ comments 

overleaf.   We also attach a 

separate sheet expressing 

the students’ thanks and 

appreciation to our sponsors 

and donors. 

August 2018 saw the fourth 

successful running of the 

Oxford Muslim-Christian 

Summer School organ-

ised by the Centre for 

Muslim-Christian Studies, 

Oxford, in association 

with Ebrahim College 

and the Islamic College 

for Advanced Studies, 

London. This year, we 

had 8 Christians and only 

6 Muslims this year, but the 

relationships formed and 

depth of the conversations 

were still excellent.  Based at 

St Stephen’s House, Oxford, 

the programme offered the 

participants, who were all 

UK-based theological stu-

dents or early career faith 

leaders (with the exception 

of a visiting Turkish student), 

a unique opportunity to get 

to know one another over 

meals, free time and visits to 

a mosque and a church.  

There was also a  visit to the 

Bodleian Library to view 

some old manuscripts of 

both the New Testament 

and the Qur’an, as well as 

the usual lectures, work-

shops and tutorials led by 

experienced Christian and 

CMCS brings Muslims and 

Christians together to relate 

honestly, think rigorously, 

and explore our respective 

traditions and religious texts, 

through teaching, research, 

discussion and public educa-

tion.  The Summer School is 

a key part of this.  Our vision 

is to bring wisdom and hope 

in Christian-Muslim relations 

through transformed minds.   

You can find more about us on 

our new website at: 

 www.cmcsoxford.org.uk  

It includes photos and videos 

on the Summer School page. 
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“Thank you so much 

for this priceless 

opportunity to learn 

and be together 

with one another. 

This has been, with-

out question, the 

most fruitful week I 

have ever spent in 

residential training 

or learning. A unique 

gift.”  (Christian) 

“Thank you all for 

your funding and for 

making this Summer 

School happen, we 

are in need of edu-

cation about the 

other faith and the 

Summer School is 

there to fulfill this 

purpose. May God 

reward you for all 

you’ve done and 

everything you’re 

yet to do.”  (Muslim) 

http://cmcsoxford.org.uk/
http://cmcsoxford.org.uk/
https://ebrahimcollege.org.uk/
http://islamic-college.ac.uk/
http://islamic-college.ac.uk/
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“It was a privilege to 

have the opportunity 

to attend this Summer 

School where we had 

the opportunity to 

engage with Muslim 

faith leaders - 

wrestling with 

contemporary issues 

and how we can co-

exist more effectively 

in a way that reflects 

God's goodness and 

glory.” 

Small group  

discussion about  

the law 

Level II: The Next Step 
We now have over 50 graduates from 

the Summer School many of whom are 

still in touch with us.  So, in 2019 we 

are planning to run a “Next Step” 

weekend for our alumni.  This will be a 

residential weekend held in St Ste-

phen’s House at which we offer more 

practical training and equipping for 

engaging in interfaith activity in the 

community.  It will include workshops 

on topics like: understanding local faith 

leadership in the mosque/church; how 

to organise an interfaith group; conflict 

resolution; and dealing with the media.  

There was enthusiasm from this year’s 

cohort, with 12 saying that they would 

like to attend such a weekend.  We have 

also had indication that there would be 

enthusiasm amongst the wider alumni 

group. Of course, such a weekend will 

require additional funding and we will be 

looking into this very soon.  However, 

we believe it is well worth investing in 

these developing leaders.   

Please contact us if you are interested in 

funding this new development. 

The Summer School has now 
been accepted as a Common 
Awards module accredited by 
Durham University for those 
heading towards Christian 
ordination in the Church of 
England.  This is an important 
affirmation of the academic 
standard of our curriculum.   
 
 

We are also looking to obtain 
more general accreditation 
from another university so that 
all students can receive credit 
towards their courses by 
attending the school.  We have 
not found an institution to do 
this yet but will keep looking. 

One particular story shared by a previous 

graduate indicates the impact the Summer 

School is having: "On Monday I start my new 

job as the Centre Manager of the Institute of 

Arab and Islamic studies! I’m really looking 

forward to engaging with all the events and 

research going on there, even though my 

position is managerial and not academic. 

Thanks to CMCS Summer School for giving 

me such a positive interfaith experience to 

have sparked my interest in this role!" 

Each year, the students set up a WhatsApp 

social media group so that they can keep in 

touch with each other.  The continuing traffic 

on these WhatsApp groups indicates that the 

alumni really are still keeping in touch.  For 

example, the 2017 cohort exchanged over a 

thousand messages in the past year with each 

of the 17 students contributing multiple 

times.  Sometimes these messages are simply 

seasonal greetings but other times they are 

sharing articles, books or videos that they 

have found helpful or maybe asking questions 

about particular areas of belief and practice.   

Reading texts 

together from 

different reli-

gious—and 

ethnic—

backgrounds 

Summer School Impact 

Academic Accreditation 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/common.awards/modules/new201819/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/common.awards/modules/new201819/
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Shahanaz Begum’s story 
demonstrates the impact the 
Summer School is having.  She 
was part of the first Summer 
School cohort in 2015 and, 
having completed her studies, 
has returned twice to help 
facilitate it. She says she 
signed up because she wanted 
to learn about Christianity 
from Christians rather than 
from a book or lecture. 

For her, scriptural reasoning 

was the most important part 

of the week. “It’s a real privi-

lege to look at your own holy 

text through a different lens,” 

says Shahanaz who lectures 

occasionally at Wycliffe Hall, 

Oxford, on gender in Islam. 

“Every cohort has a different 

vibe and dynamic. It’s helped 

my learning and it has been 

even more profound watching 

people make connections and 

see them travel through the 

texts.” 

Shahanaz is currently studying 

for a Masters in Islamic Studies 

in London.  

You can read a longer version 

of this article at  https://

www.oxford.anglican.org/

summer-school-builds-

interfaith-understanding 

ing costs, room hire, excursions, 

tuition, administration and 

management time.  Although 

the students pay £200 each, this 

does not cover our costs and so 

we are reliant on grants to con-

tinue the School.  We will also 

be looking to fund our new 

“Next Step” programme (see 

p2). 

We are extremely grateful to all 

our donors both local and na-

tional.  We are also very appre-

ciative of a 2:1 matching grant 

from which we continue to ben-

efit, meaning that for every 

£1,000 donated we receive 

£1,500.  The Summer School and 

reunion weekend cost around 

£20,000 to stage.  This includes 

all the accommodation and liv-

We are grateful for 2018 

grants from: 

Mulberry Trust 

AMC Trust 

St Michael’s & All Saints 

Gladiator Trust 

Dame Violet Wills Trust 

Please contact us if you would like to 

support the Summer School. 

21st-28th August 2019 

Reunion Weekend  

6th-8th December, 2019 

Summer School Funding 

The Summer 

School is having 

an impact.  

There are now 

over 50 alumni 

who are keen to 

remain in 

contact and 

further their 

training. 

Muslim-Christian Summer School 2019 

“Thank you for 

making this act of 

Christian 

hospitality a joy 

as well as a 

reality by funding 

the programme.” 



“The real fruit of our time together will be the ongoing interfaith 

relationships I've discovered through the summer school.” 

“The Summer School was a great experience for me and I 

learnt a lot in a short amount of time. It was really good 

to discuss the other faith and to have a member of the 

other faith in the discussion, as it helps us clarify the 

misconceptions we may have had. CMCS is a great context where Muslims and Christians can 

learn about each other. I personally had many questions and misconceptions about Christianity 

before attending CMCS. I managed to get answers for most of them, as for the rest of them I’m 

planning to get them answered around a cup of coffee. We meet as strangers and leave as 

brothers!” 

“The Summer School helps me to understand the Islamic faith and our Muslim neighbours much better, 

by providing a safe and stimulating environment where differences between the faiths as well as the 

hard issues can be brought into the open and be charitably and robustly discussed.     I like it when we 

do not agree (and to be up front about it), but yet are helping one another to wrestle with what it 

means to be fellow dwellers of God's world, sharing the many resources we hold within our separate 

traditions. The openness I do not take for granted in any other inter-faith engagements.“ 

“I feel that the Summer School was a unique opportunity in inter-faith engagement with people 

of faith from all around the UK. Getting to know each other and working together in a friendly 

and comfortable environment provided the basis for building strong relationships with the in-

tention of continuing to benefit from the network developed. I feel that this is a beginning of 

lifelong relationships which will not only enrich ourselves but also our communities.” 

2018 Student Testimonials 

The aim of the Summer School is for 

Muslims and Christians to learn about 

each other together; not avoiding or 

denying differences and difficult topics 

but addressing them with gentleness 

and respect;  seeking to understand 

before seeking to be understood; 

speaking positively of our own faith 

rather than speaking critically of the 

other; so equipping these emerging 

faith leaders to live together well.  

However, the Summer School itself is 

just the beginning.  The purpose of 

the programme is so that these 

emerging faith leaders will keep in 

touch with one another as they move 

into various careers within their faith 

communities and will start a network 

that participants of future Summer 

Schools can join.   

Muslim-Christian Summer School Ethos 

For more information contact summerschool@cmcsoxford.org.uk 


